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Radikal Bir Kaynakca ve Bir Katiim imkani: Mimarhk Egitiminde
Otobiyografik Mekansal Anlatilar

The Possibility of a Radical Source and Participation: Autobiographical
Spatial Narratives in Architectural Education

Giilsah AYKAC!

Oz

Bu bildiri, otobiyografik mekénsal anlatilar1 mimarlik egitimine dahil etme potansiyelini tartismaya
agmaktadir. Tiirkiye’de glincel mimarlik egitimi mimarligi, cok katmanli ve karmasik kentsel mekanin
parcasi olarak kavramaktadir. Bu ylizden yerel baglamlarin tartisildigy, elestirel ve entelektiiel bir egitim
ortami1 saglamay1 hedefler. Bu ortami1 saglamak iizere mimarlik egitiminde birbiriyle kesisen pedagojik
iki eksenden bahsedilebilir: ilki, Bat1 Avrupa ve Kuzey Amerika’nin baskin ve belitleyici oldugu
Tiirkiye mimarlik egitiminde ders iceriklerinin giincel yerel baglamlar sorgulanarak olusturulmasidir.
Ikicisi ve Tiirkiye’deki mimarlik egitimi baglaminda egilinmemis olani, hem mimarlik disiplini hem de
akademinin baskilama ve tahakkiim iliskileri i¢inde farkli geg¢mislere sahip Ogrencilerin egitime
katiliminin saglanmasidir. Bu iki kesisen eksen bildiride kaynakca ve katilim olarak tartigilmaktadir.
Ozellikle son yillarda ekolojik, ekonomik ve sosyal krizlerin de derinlesmesiyle tasarim pedagojileri
iizerine tartismalar giderek derinlesmistir. Uluslararasi tasarim pedagojileri literatiiriinde baskin olanin
disinda kalan sesler ve kimlikler i¢in kapsayict bir ortam kurmak, baskin olan mimar ve tasarimci
rollerini sorgulamak, ders iceriklerini baskin miifredata ve kanonlara gore kurmak, baska disiplinlerdeki
pedagoji tartismalar iizerinden tasarim pedagojilerini zenginlestirmek gibi konular tartisiimaktadir.
Duygular1 somutlastiran, ayrimcilik ve diglanma eksenlerini tartisan daha genis bir pedagoji literatiirii
de bu tartigmalara katki saglamistir. Bu ¢er¢evede, “otobiyografik mekansal anlat1” bildiride yeniden
ele alinmakta ve otobiyografik mekénsal anlatilarin radikal bir kaynakca ve katilim imkan1 sagladig:
one siiriilmektedir. Ogrencilerin otobiyografik mekansal anlatilarina alan acacak sekilde tasarlanmig
derslerdeki deneyimler ve gozlemler aktarilmaktadir. Otobiyografik mekansal anlatilar 6grencilerin go¢
ve merkez dis1 anlatilarini, coklu kentsel mekansal deneyimlerini agiga ¢ikaran radikal bir kaynakcadir.
Bu coklugun paylasilmasi baskin olanin disindaki kimlikleri kapsayan radikal bir katilimi tesvik
edebilir. Otobiyografik mekansal anlatilar, duygu ve duygulanimlara acik, kolektif, doniistiiriicii
dolayisiyla radikal bir katilim ve kaynak¢a imkani1 yaratir.
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Abstract

This paper discusses the potential of incorporating autobiographical spatial narratives into architectural
education. The recent architectural education in Turkey grasp architecture as part of a multi-layered and
complex urban space. Therefore, it aims to provide a critical and intellectual educational environment
where local urban contexts are deeply discussed. In order to provide this environment, two intersecting
pedagogical axes can be mentioned in architectural education: The first is the design of course contents
by questioning the current local contexts in architectural education in Turkey, where Western Europe
and North America are dominant and decisive. The second, and the one that has not yet been addressed
in the context of architectural education in Turkey, is to ensure the participation of students from
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different backgrounds in education, facing the dominating power relations of academia and architecture.
These two intersecting axes are discussed in the paper as source and participation. Especially in recent
years, with the deepening of ecological, economic and social crises, discussions on design pedagogies
have gradually deepened. Topics of an international design pedagogies literature include establishing an
inclusive environment for diverse voices and identities, questioning the dominating roles of architects
and designers, establishing course contents according to the dominating curriculum and canons, and
enriching design pedagogies through pedagogy discussions in other disciplines. A wider pedagogical
literature on feelings and discrimination and exclusion mechanisms has also contributed to the
discussions of design pedagogies. In this framework, the “autobiographical spatial narrative” is
rethought in the paper and it is argued that autobiographical spatial narratives provide a possibility of
radical source and participation. Experiences and observations in my designed courses opening up a
space for students’ autobiographical spatial narratives are conveyed in this line. Autobiographical spatial
narratives provide a radical source revealing students’ narratives of migration and decentralization, and
their multiple urban spatial experiences. Sharing this multiplicity can foster radical participation that
encompasses diverse identities. Autobiographical spatial narratives create a collective, transformative,
therefore a possibility of radical source and participation which is open to feelings and affections.
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