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The history of sign language and deaf education in Turkey

Turkiye'de isaret dili ve sagirlarin egitimi tarihi
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Sign language is the natural language of the prelingually
deaf people particularly without hearing-speech
rehabilitation. Otorhinolaryngologists, regarding health
as complete physical, mental and psychosocial well-
being, aim hearing by diagnosing deafness as deviance
from normality. However, it's obvious that the perception
conflicted with the behavior which does not meet the
mental and social well-being of the individual also
contradicts with the definition mentioned above. This
article aims to investigate the effects of hearing-speech
target ignoring the sign language in Turkish population
and its consistency with the history through statistical
data, scientific publications and historical documents and
to support critical perspective on this issue. The study
results showed that maximum 50% of the deaf benefited
from hearing-speech program for last 60 years before
hearing screening programs; however, systems including
sign language in education were not generated. In the light
of these data, it is clear that the approach ignoring sign
language particularly before the development of screening
programs is not reasonable. In addition, considering sign
language being part of the Anatolian history from Hittites
to Ottomans, it is a question to be answered that why
evaluation, habilitation and education systems excluding
sign language are still the only choice for deaf individuals
in Turkey. Despite legislative amendments in the last
6-7 years, the primary cause of failure to come into force
is probably because of inadequate conception of the issue
content and importance, as well as limited effort to offer
solutions by academicians and authorized politicians.
Within this context, this paper aims to make a positive
effect on this issue offering a review for the medical staff,
particularly otorhinolaryngologists and audiologists.
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isaret dili, 6zellikle dil edinimi dncesi isitme kaybi gelisip
isitsel-s6zel rehabilitasyon saglanamayanlarin dogal
dilidir. Saghgi fiziksel, zihinsel ve sosyal baglamda
tam iyilik olarak algilayan kulak burun bogaz hekimleri,
sagirligi normalden farklilik olarak tanimlayarak, isitmeyi
hedefler. Ancak, bireyin zihinsel ve sosyal olarak iyiligini
saglayamayan anlayisin da, yukarida belirtilen tanim-
lamayla celisecegi agiktir. Bu makalede, isaret dilini
yadsiyarak yalnizca isitme-konusmayi hedeflemenin,
Turk toplumu UGzerindeki etkilerinin ve tarihsel yénden
tutarhhginin istatistiksel veriler, bilimsel yayinlar ve tarihi
belgeler tGzerinden incelenmesi ve konuyla ilgili elestirel
bakis acisinin desteklenmesi amaglanmistir. Sonuclar,
tarama programlari dncesindeki son 60 yilda olgularin
azami %50’sinin yalnizca isitme-konusma hedefli prog-
ramlardan faydalandigini, ancak egitimde isaret dilini
iceren sistemlerin olusturulmadigini géstermistir. Bu
veriler ¢ercevesinde, isaret dilini yadsiyan yaklasimin,
6zellikle tarama programlarinin gelistiriimesinden 6nce,
uygun olmadigr aciktir. Ayrica isaret dilinin Hititlerden
Osmanlilara Anadolu tarihinin bir par¢asi oldugu g6z
6nune alindiginda, Turkiye'de isaret dilini icermeyen
degerlendirme, habilitasyon ve egitim sistemlerinin
neden hala tek alternatif olarak sagir bireylere sunul-
dugu yanitlanmasi gereken bir sorudur. Son 6-7 yildaki
mevzuat dizenlemelerine ragmen, bu dizenlemelerin
hala uygulamaya girmemesinin en énemli nedeni, muh-
temelen sorunun igeriginin, éneminin ve ¢ézum yollari-
nin, akademisyenler ve ilgili birokratlar tarafindan yete-
rince kavranamamig olmasidir. Bu baglamda, bu makale
kulak burun bogaz hekimleri ve odyologlar basta olmak
lzere, tip camiasinin konuya bakisini olumlu etkilemek
amaciyla kaleme alinmistir.
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