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KENTSEL AKTIVI-
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DIVENIN BASAMAK-
LARI GIBIDIR. VE
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[LK 3'U KATILIMCI
GORUNEN ANCAK
KATILIMCI OL-
MAYAN ASAMA-
LARDIR.
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‘Katilim Merdiveni’ ve
Cocuklar1 Kente
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Insanlarm kentsel yasama ve kentin
y6netimine katilim hakkinin uygu-
lanmasinda yerel diizeyin 6nemi ¢ok
biiytiktiir. Cocuklarin kente katilimi de-
digimizde ise amac, cocuklar1 toplumun
esit ve katilime aktorleri haline getire-
bilmektir. Cocuklarin kentsel aktivite-
lere ve kente katilimlar; Roger Hart'in
(1992) katilim merdiveni (The Ladder of
Participation) tanimu iizerinden deger-
lendirilecektir. Buna gore, bir merdive-
nin basamaklar1 seklinde tanimlanan se-
kiz katilim asamas1 bulunmaktadir ve ilk
¢ asama katilimcr g6riinen ama ashinda
katilime1 olmayan asamalardir. Dor-
diincii asamadan itibaren katilimciliga
adim atilmis olunmaktadir. Bu asamalar
iilkemiz kentlerinde cocuklara yonelik
ve cocuklarla birlikte yapilan faaliyetlerle
beraber degerlendirilecektir.

1. Manipiilasyon asamasi: Cocuk ve
genglerin giidiimlendigi ve kullanildig:
durumlardir. Ornek olarak cocukla-

ra ideal bir oyun alani resmedilmesi

ve sonra bu resimlerin yetiskinlerin
yargilartyla degerlendirilmesi ve ne
resmi yaparken ne de degerlendirme
asamasinda cocuklarin ¢ok az ya da

hi¢ haberdar edilmemesi durumudur.
Buna 6rnek olarak, 2007 yilinda TOKI

Local level plays an important role in
people’s exercise of their rights to partic-
ipate in urban life and urban adminis-
tration. The objective is to help children
become equal and participant actors

of society. The participation of the
children into urban activities and urban
life is evaluated by using the definition
of Roger Hart’s (1992) ‘The Ladder of
Participation’. According to the system,
there are eight different participation
stages defined as the steps of a ladder.
The first three are stages which seem

to be provide participation while in
fact they do not. The children step into
participation from the fourth stage on.
These stages will be evaluated through
some activities carried out for children
and performed with the children in our
country.

1. Stage of Manipulation: This stage
defines the situations where the children
and the young people are manipulated
and used. As an example, this can be
the case of an art contest when ‘an ideal
playground’ is given as a theme to chil-
dren. Later their pictures are evaluated
through the judgments of the adults and
the children are notified neither when
they are drawing nor in the evaluation
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tarafindan cocuklara yaptirilan “Benim
evim, benim sehrim” konulu yarisma
gosterilebilir (Url 1). Cocuklar yapilan
yarisma hakkinda cok az bilgiye sahip
olmuslardir ve bu resimleri neden
yaptiklarini ¢ogunlukla bilmemektedir.
Ulke capinda her ilden resim yarisma-
sinda 1. secilen resimler bu albiimde
yer almistir. Konudan bagimsiz olarak
bazi resimler il jiirisi tarafindan giizel
resim olarak goriilmiis ve beraberinde
1. secilmistir. Sonu¢ degerlendirmesi de
sadece yayinlamak seklindedir. Bir cok
asamasinda cocuk katilmamakla birlikte
cocuklarin goziiyle benim sehrim sek-
linde sunularak manipiilasyon durumu
s6z konusu olmustur. Kendi yaptiklart
konutlarin, site tipi yasamin ¢ocuklarin
zihninde neye karsilik geldigini okumak
ise bir baska calismanin isi olmustur
(Cakirer-Ozservet, 2013).

2. Dekorasyon asamasi: Cocuklar
siirecin, aktivitenin icerisinde dekor
olarak var olurlar. Mesela, 23 Nisan

kutlamalar1 ve benzer toérenler, kutlama-
larda su kiyafetleri giyeceksin, su sekilde
duracaksin, ya da su siiri okuyacaksin
seklinde talimatlarla cocuklar bir dekor
olarak kullanilabilmektedirler.

3. Sembolik asama: Yine gostermelik
katilim s6z konusudur. Cocuklar gorii-
niirde kendilerini ifade etmektedirler
ancak bu ses ¢cikarma durumu sembolik
diizeyden oteye gitmemektedir. Cocuk-
larin cesitli konferanslarda temsili olarak
yetiskinler tarafindan secilip yerlestiril-
mesi, kismen cocuga soz hakk: taninip,
cogu konusmanin yetiskinlerce sekillen-
dirilmesi bu asamaya 6rnek olabilir.

4. Gorevlendirip bilgilendirme asamasi:
Cocuklarin oynayacaklari rol, yer ala-
caklar etkinlikteki gérev, yetiskinlerce
tanumlanir, o goreve cocuk atanirken
kendi kisisel bir etkisi pek bulunmaz.
Nasil bir faaliyette yer aldigi hakkinda
kendisine bilgi verilirse katihimin ilk
asamasina erisilmis olunur. Cocuklarin
bilerek bir isin icerisinde yer almasi bu

asamay1 tanumlar. En azindan cocuk
haberdar edildigi icin bu durum katihm
diizeyine girebilmektedir. Bir 6rnek
olarak Beyoglu ilcesinde Kasimpasa

ve Siitliice-Halicioglu bolgelerinden
cocuklara “benim mahallem” konulu
resimlerin yaptirilmasidir (Gakirer-Oz-
servet, 2014a ve 2014b). Cocuklar bu
resimleri yaparken bilgilendirilmis ve
calismanin sonugclarinin bilimsel olarak
yayinlanacagi soylenmistir. Resimlerini
yaptiktan sonra cocuklarin ne yaptiklar
hakkinda konusturulmasi da bir parca
onlart siirece katmak sayilabilir.

5. Danisilma ve bilgilendirme asamast:
Cocuklar1 anlamak ve fikirlerini ciddi
sekilde ele almak diizeyine isaret etmek-
tedir. Ulkemizde cocuklara yonelik son
donemlerde cesitli adimlar atilmakla
birlikte, maalesef katilim derecesi olduk-
ca diisiik projelerle karsilasmaktayiz. Bir
drnek olarak Esenler belediyesi “Cocuk
sokag1” ele alinabilir. Belediye, kendi
sinirlart icerisinde hangi mahallede ve

process. The children’s art contest whose
theme was ‘My house, my city’ orga-
nized by TOKI in 2007 might be a good
example (Url 1).

The children had little information
about the contest and they don’t usually
get to know why they are drawing these
pictures. The winner pictures from each
city were included in the album. Some
of the pictures were regarded as good
by the city jury regardless of the subject
and chosen and won first place as well.
The evaluation of the results has been
‘publishing the pictures’. The children
were not part of the process in many
stages but there was a manipulation
since the theme was actually introduced
as ‘my city in the eyes of children’.
Deducing what the residences built by
the adults correspond to in children’s
minds has been a part of another work
(Cakirer-Ozservet, 2013).

2. Stage of Decoration: The children are
in the process or the activity as a décor.

For example, in April 23 Celebrations
(Children’s Day) and similar ceremo-
nies, the children can be used as décor
by being given instructions as to what
they should wear, how they should
stand and which poem they will recite
etc.

3. Symbolic Stage: Again, there is only
visual participation. Children appear to
be expressing themselves but this doesn’t
go beyond a symbolic level. An example
could be when children are selected
representatives for certain conferences
and they are partly recognized. Here
the speeches are mostly shaped by the
adults.

4. Stage of Assigning and Informing:
The roles of children and their task

in the activity are defined by adults.
Children have no personal influence in
the assignment process. If the child is in-
formed about the activity, the first step
of this participation stage is achieved.
This stage is defined when children

take part in these assignments by choice.
This could be regarded as participation
since the child is at least informed. An
example could be the activity in Kasim-
pasa and Siitliice-Hahcoglu regions in
Beyoglu where children painted pictures
under the theme ‘my neighborhood’
(Cakirer-Ozservet, 2014a ve 2014b).

The children were informed during the
process and told that the results will

be published scientifically. They also
talked about their pictures after paint-
ing them, which could be considered as
participation as well.

5. Stage of Consulting and Informing:
This stage indicates the level where
children are understood and their
opinions are taken seriously. Within
these last years, there have been projects
intended for children however partic-
ipation level is quite low. An example
might be the ‘Children’s Street’ case of
Esenler Municipality. The municipality
has searched for a street that could be
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hangi sokakta bu cocuk sokag1 yapabi-
lecegini arastirip Menderes Mahallesi
330.sokag1 se¢mistir. Sokak sakinlerine
bir halk oylamas:1 yapilmistir. Biiyiik bir
kismi bu sokagin trafige kapatilip, co-
cuk sokag1 olmasini istemistir (Url 2-3).
Halk oylamasina cocuklarin katilimi da
saglansaydi, bu katilim diizeyine 6rnek
olabilirdi.

6. Yetiskinlerce baslatilan ve kararlarin
ortak alindig1 asama: Yetiskin inisiyati-
finde baslatilan proje ya da etkinliklerde
bazi kararlar1 cocuklarla paylasma,
onlarin yénlendirmesi seklindedir. Co-
cuk Dostu Sehirler Projesi kapsaminda
olusturulan Seferihisar Cocuk Belediye-
si buna bir 6rnektir. Cocuk Belediyesi,
belediye baskanini secmek {izere 7-15
yas aras1 131 cocugun oy kullandig:

bir se¢im donemi yasamistir. Secim
dncesi, Baskan aday1 cocuklar nasil bir
Seferihisar hayal ettikleriyle ilgili birer
mektup yazmislardir ve oy kullanacak

arkadaslariyla bunu paylasmislardir
(Url 4).

7. Cocuklarca baslatilan ve ¢ocuklarca
yo6netilen asama:

Proje ve fikirleri cocuklar baslatir ve
yonetir. Yetiskinler gerekiyorsa destek
vermek iizere davet edilebilirler, ancak
proje, yetiskinlerin miidahalesi olmak-
s1zin yiirtitiilebilir. Okulda ¢ocuklarin
talebi ve insiyatifiyle kurulacak bir
fotograf kuliibiinii bu basamaktaki bir
deneyime 6rnek gostermek miimkiin-
diir.

8. Kararlarin ¢ocuklar ve yetiskinlerle
ortak alindig1 asama:

Cocuklar bir projeyi, aktiviteyi baslatir
ve siirecin devaminda kararlar: yetis-
kinlerle ortak alirlar. Ornek olarak; Kii-
ciikcekmece Kartaltepe semtinde oyun
parklar1 Nikah Salonu insaati nedeniyle
ellerinden alinan ¢ocuklarin topladikla-
1 imzalarla Belediyeye basvurarak oyun
parki sozii almalaridir (Url 5).

Genellikle cocuklar, oy haklariin
bulunmamasi ve yeterli katilimi sagla-
yamamalar1 nedeniyle katilim stirecle-
rinde geri kalmaktadirlar. Cocuklarin
maalesef sadece yetiskinler tarafindan
sekillendirilen giiniimiiz ortamlarina
katilabilmesi, katki verebilmesi oldukca
zor ama bir o kadar da 6nemlidir Cocuk
katilimini 6ncelik olarak géren pro-
jelere cok ihtiyacimiz bulunmaktadur.
Cocuklarin, sosyal bir aktor olarak karar
alma siirecine katilim basta olmak iizere
kentlerde tiim haklardan en iist diizeyde
istifade etmeleri gerekmektedir (Powell
ve Smith, 2009: 124). Katilim hakki,
hem giincel sorunlara ¢oziim tiretmek
hem de gelecegi sekillendirmek icin bir
aractir. Cocuklara kendilerini ilgilen-
diren tiim kararlarda s6z sahibi olma
firsatin1 vermek gerekmektedir.

Referanslar

» Arkboga, E. (2014). Biiyiiksehir

children’s street and chose Menderes
330. There was a referendum among
residents. Majority wanted this street to
be closed to traffic and become children’s
street. (Url 2-3). If the children were
included in the referendum, then this
could be a good example for this stage.
6. The Stage when the adults start the
project but make the decisions mutually
with the children: In some of the proj-
ects or activities started at the initiative
of adults, the decision making process
is shared with children. Seferihisar
Children Municipality in the scope of
The Children’s Friend Cities Project is
an example. The Children Municipality
has gone through an electoral period
where 131 children between the ages of
7-15 voted to choose their mayor. Before
the election, the presidential candidates
each wrote a letter about Seferihisar

their dreams and shared them with
their friends who would be voters (Url
4).

7. The Stage when the children start and
manage projects: The projects are start-
ed and managed by children. Adults
might be invited where their support

is needed but the project can also be
carried out without the involvement of
adults. For example, a photography club
founded at the request and initiative of
children could be considered as partici-
pation at this level.

8. The Stage when the decision making
process is mutually shared by children
and adults: Children start a project

or an activity and make the decisions
together with adults throughout the pro-
cess. An exemplary case could be what
took place in Kiiciikcekmece Kartaltepe.
The playground was seized for a wed-

ding hall construction and the children
applied to the Municipality after collect-
ing signatures and achieved to obtain a
promise for a playground. (Url 5).
Generally children stay behind because
of insufficient participation and lack

of the right to vote. It is very hard but
actually very important to have children
as participants in environments that
were shaped by adults. We need projects
that prioritize children’s participa-

tion. Children should be able to make
use of all rights at the highest level,
particularly the right to participate

to decision making processes as social
actors (Powell ve Smith, 2009: 124). The
right to participate is a tool both for
solving current problems and shaping
the future. Children should be given

the opportunity to have a voice in all
decisions involving them.
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