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THE EVALUATION OF THE MATTERS REGARDING THE PRODUCTION OF BIOGRAPHICAL
FILMS IN TURKISH CINEMA FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF AUDIENCE, ETHICS, AND
COPYRIGHT ISSUES

M. Sami Okumus, Ph.D.
ORCID: 0000-0001-5845-7917
sami.okumus@marmara.edu.tr
Marmara University, Faculty of Communication, Department of Radio TV and Cinema, Istanbul, Tiirkiye

Abstract

This study aims to evaluate the interest of Turkish audiences in biographical film productions of
historical figures or artists, which have been produced with big budgets since 2008, as well as the ethical values
and copyright issues that cause legal processes during the production phase. In this context, the motivation for
the production of such biographical works, which have increased in number especially in recent years, what
kind of dramatic structure they deal with, the reflection of audience appreciation on the relevant productions,
box office receipts, and their impact on the history of Turkish Cinema are analyzed. In order to access the
information in the box office revenues section of the study, only the films released in movie theaters were
focused on, and the films released on OTT platforms were excluded from the evaluation in this context. From
this perspective, the following film projects were analyzed: Cars of the Revolution (2008), The Butterfly's
Dream (2013), Ayla: The Daughter of War (2017), Miisliim (2018), Pocket Hercules: Naim Siileymanoglu
(2019), Bergen (2022), Kesisme: lyi ki Varsin Eren (2022), Bandirma Missile Club (2022) and Prestij Meselesi
(2023). Although it was not the most watched film in terms of the number of viewers, Bergen ranked first with
1160,057,802, the highest box office revenue in the history of Turkish cinema. The second place among these
productions was followed by Miisliim with $84,601,438 and the third place was taken by Ayla with
166,055,256. As is evident from the box office receipts, Turkish cinema audiences have developed an
increasing interest, sensitivity, and sympathy for biographical stories over the years by the strict ties of the

Yesilcam tradition. The study also provides detailed information about the paths and policies followed by the

s
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producers of the biographical films.
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TURK SINEMASI’NDA BIOGRAFIK FIiLM URETIMINE DAIR MESELELERININ SEYIRCI, ETIK
VE TELIiF ACISINDAN DEGERLENDIRiLMESI

Dr. M. Sami Okumus
ORCID: 0000-0001-5845-7917
sami.okumus@marmara.edu.tr
Marmara Universitesi, Iletisim Fakiiltesi, Radyo Televizyon ve Sinema Anabilim Dal, Istanbul, Tiirkiye

Ozet

Bu calisma, Tiirk sinema film izleyicilerinin 2008’den giiniimiize biiyiik biitgelerle ele alinan tarihi
kisilik ya da sanatcilarin biyografik tarzda ele alinan film yapimlarina Tiirk seyircilerin ilgisinin yani sira yapim
asamasinda etik degerlerin ve hukuki siireclere sebebiyet veren telif meselelerinin degerlendirilmesini
amaglamaktadir. Bu minvalde, 6zellikle sayilar1 son yillarda artan bu tarz biyografik ¢aligmalarin {iretilme
motivasyonu, ne tarz bir dramatik yapida ele alindiklari, seyirci begenisinin ilgili yapimlara yansimasi, gise
hasilatlar1 ve Tiirk Sinema tarihine etkileri analiz edilmistir. Calismanin, gise hasilatlart boliimiindeki bilgilere
ulagim i¢in sadece sinema salonlarinda gosterimi yapilan filmlere odaklanilmis, OTT platformlarda gosterime
giren filmler bu kapsamda degerlendirme dis1 birakilmistir. Bu bakis acgisiyla, Devrim Arabalar: (2008),
Kelebegin Riiyast (2013), Ayla (2017), Miisliim (2018), Cep Herkiilii Naim Siileymanoglu (2019), Bergen
(2022), Kesisme: Lyi ki Varsin Eren (2022), Bandirma Fiize Kuliibii (2022) ve Prestij Meselesi (2023) isimli
sinema film projeleri ele alinmigtir. Seyirci sayis1 bakimindan en ¢ok izlenen film olamasa da Tirk sinema
tarihinde en yliksek gise hasilatt yapan Bergen filmi, $160.057.802 ile ilk siraya yerlesmistir. Bu yapimlar
arasinda ikinciligi £:84.601.438 gelirle Miisliim filmi takip etmekte, {iclincii sirada da $66.055.256 gise geliriyle
Ayla filmi yer almaktadir. Gise hasilatlar lizerinden acik¢a goriildiigii tizere, Tiirk sinema seyircisi Yesilcam
geleneginin siki baglariyla yillar i¢inde biyografik Oykiilere kars1 giderek artan bir ilgi, hassasiyet ve sempati
gelistirdigi goriilmektedir. Caligmada ayrica, biyografik tarzda ele alinan filmlerin yapimcilarinin izledigi yol ve

politikalar hakkinda da detayl bilgilere yer verilmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Tiirk Sinemasi, Sinema Endiistrisi, Biyografik Filmler, Gise Hasilatlar1, Seyirci.
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